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| Talk Title

Flexibility challenges in Ireland: Overview of inertia services procurement

| Biography

Robert O’'Rourke is the senior manager for Electricity Networks at the Commission for Regulation
of Utilities in Ireland and is responsible for the economic regulation of the transmission and distribution
network companies, and the integration of renewables onto the Irish system, including the design of a
new ancillary services market.
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| Abstract

Ireland’s needs for flexibility are increasing due to the large-scale build of renewable generation,
mostly wind power, and the growth in electricity demand from data centres. This requires more flexibility
in grid access through the connection process, efficient price signals in the market, and the procurement
of system and flexibility services to improve system operation. Increasing flexibility will be critical to
transitioning to a low carbon power system, and maintaining secure reliable supply. One key area will be
ensuring sufficient system inertia at times of high wind generation without relying on thermal generation.
Building on the success of Phase | of the Low Carbon Inertia Services procurement, a new procurement
phase will be launched this year. This presentation will provide an overview of the current flexibility
challenges in Ireland and an overview of the procurement of inertia services.
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